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Peer‐Reviewed Articles 

 
Peer-reviewed or refereed articles (a subset of Scholarly or Academic 
articles) tend to be original research and have been approved by several 
scholars in the field before being published.  They usually begin with an 
abstract (a summary of the article) followed by a literature review (an 
overview of similar research articles) and a description of the 
methodology used.  Then, the research is described including hypothesis 
and results, frequently with many charts or graphs.  Since peer-reviewed 
articles go through a review process, they have the reputation of being of 
the highest quality. 
 
Many of our databases have easy access to peer-reviewed articles.  To 
find peer-reviewed articles, go to a Database from the Axe homepage.   
 
Many databases, such as Academic Search Premier, Academic OneFile 
and Research Library, have a “check box” under the search area or a 
“tab” that you can use to limit your search.  The wording varies, but look 
for the words “Scholarly,” “Peer-reviewed,” “Academic,” or “Refereed.”   
 

 
 

Some databases such as Sage Journals Online, JSTOR, and 
PsycArticles have all peer-reviewed journals.   If you have any 
questions, contact the reference desk at 235-4894 or use the chat or 
email forms at http://library.pittstate.edu/help/  
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