Bourbon County – Fort Scott – Old Fort Boulevard, Skubitz Plaza
Incised granite on stone monument

[west side]

Joe Skubitz Plaza

Joe Skubitz, U. S. Congressman

Fifth District – Kansas – 1963 – 1979

This memorial is dedicated to Joe Skubitz and Mary Jess, his wife, whose interest in the preservation of Kansas history for future generations led to the restoration of old Fort Scott.

Congressman Skubitz with the assistance of Mrs. Skubitz, whose grandfather – Dr. A. J. McClellan – had served as a surgeon in the Civil War and subsequently on the Pension Board which serviced the Baxter Springs – Fort Scott area, began working for federal recognition of the old fort in 1963.

On July 19, 1964, Fort Scott was designated a historical landmark, and in August 1965, Congress passed and the President signed the first of a series of bills which led to the authorization and appropriation of funds for restoration.

Just as Joe and Mary Jess Skubitz remembered the people of Fort Scott, they too will be remembered for their helpful assistance in making Fort Scott “a city with pride.”
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