
Douglas County -- US 56 (between mileposts 435 and 436) and County Road E2000, southeast corner,

east of Baldwin City 

State historical marker

Kansas Historical Marker

[Battle scene]

BATTLE OF BLACK JACK

 The "battle" was part of the struggle to make Kansas a free state. In May, 1856, Proslavery men destroyed buildings and newspaper presses in Lawrence, Free-State headquarters. John Brown's company then killed five Proslavery men on Pottawatomie creek not far from this spot. In retaliation Henry C. Pate raided nearby Palmyra and took three prisoners. Early on the morning of June 2 Brown attacked Pate's camp in a grove of black jack oaks about 1/4 mile south of this sign. Both sides had several wounded and numerous desertions before Pate and 28 men surrendered, Brown claiming he had only 15 men left. As evidence of civil war this fight received much publicity and excited both the North and South. 

 Erected by Kansas State Historical Society and State Highway Commission 
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Metal marker

Black Jack Park

South of this park are 18 acres of virgin prairie. Purchased 1967 by Douglas County from Russell Hays for a permanent prairie preserve and historic site. Original site of DAR Marker was near pioneer town of Black Jack about ½ mile east.

Sign erected 1984 – in memory of Amelia J. Betts. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Pink granite marker

Santa Fe Trail

1822-1872

Marked by the Daughters of the American Revolution and State of Kansas

1906

[April 5, 2001]
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Douglas County -- N175 and E2000, southwest.

Wooden sign

Robert Hall Pearson Memorial Park

Site of Battle of Blackjack

* Those Taking Part*
Capt. Samuel Shore

First Lt. Elkenah Timmons

Second Lt. Elizur Hill

Silas H. Moore

Elias Bassinger Collins

Orelius Carpenter

Sylvester Harris

Augustus Shore

Montgomery Shore

Hiram Mc Allister

Richard M. Pearson

Capt. Silas Dexter

William A. David

C. L. Robbins

U. M. Robbins

John S. Edie

James P. Moore

Hugh Mc Whinney

Robert Sherar

R. H. Pearson

John Mc Whinney

William Barnes

Dr. Westfall

Henry Thompson

James Townsley

Mr. Winner

Dr. William Graham

Oscar G. Richards

John Brown & Son's :       Frederick - Owen - Watson

Mr. Wininger

Charles Kaizer

David Hendricks

Rev. Moore

Mr. Parmely

Mr. Hayden

Charles Keiser

Maj. James Abbott

Jacob Cantrell

August Bondi

Frank B. Varnum

Oliver Brown

Salmon Brown

B. L. Cockrain

George Poe

All but 9 severely wounded

+++++++++++++++++++++

One mile of Santa Fe Trail still in use. Trail extended due west 80 rods where it devided right to Oreg + Calif, left to Santa Fe

+++++++++++++++++++++

3/4 mile to former town of Black Jack

←
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Pink granite

Battle of Black Jack

First battle between Free and Slave States fought on these grounds June 2, 1856.

Pink granite on ground

Erected 1913 by Post 40 Grand Army of the Republic Women's Relief Corps #102

Deeded to Kansas 1910

+++++++++++++++++++++

on back of fireplace

In memory of

Wilma E. Workman

1900 -- 1980

[April 5, 2001]
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